CHILD PROTECTION POLICY
Child protection officer: Michelle Brink

Childrens services: 0845 603 5620, (out of hours)-08456004555

Ofsted Tel-0300 123 1231

Child protection help line - child line Tel -0800 1111.
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Our Club believes that children have the right to be completely secure from both the fear
and the reality of abuse, and we are committed to protecting all the children in our care
from harm.

The Club will appoint a member of staff as the Child Protection Officer. This Child Protection
Officer will be provided with suitable training to fulfil this role, and will be responsible for liasing
with social services as well as the Local Safeguarding Children Board and Ofsted in any Child
Protection matter. Children are vulnerable and sometimes cannot seek help for themselves. They
rely on those caring for them to do so on their behalf.

7KH & O X E pmtdetioh procedures comply with all relevant legislation and other guidance or
advice from the Local Safeguarding Children Board* (1)

The Club is committed to reviewing its Child Protection policy and procedures regularly. The policy
and its procedures will be readily available for parents/carers to view.

Although we recognize that some knocks, scrapes and bruises that children suffer as part of their
young lives can usually be explained and that accidents do happen.

However in a small number of cases more serious injuries may be inflicted deliberately by,
parents/guardians/carers or other adults. Other types of abuse may be sexual, emotional or
neglect-these may be less noticeable but are just as damaging.

Before taking any further action the matter would normally be discussed with the parents-in the
interests of the child. However, there are exceptions when a parent would not be informed such as
with the concerns of sexual abuse or extreme violence and it is thought that the child could be in
danger.

Recognising Child Abuse

Child Abuse manifests itself in a variety of ways, some overt and others much less so. All staff will
be encouraged to have child protection training as soon after appointment with the club as
possible and will be vigilant to signs and evidence of physical, emotional abuse or neglect.

Physical Abuse: This involves any physical harm done to a child and/or deliberately causing a
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Sexual Abuse: This involves forcing or enticing a child to take part in sexual activities, whether or
not the child is aware of what is happening. The activities may involve physical contact; the
showing of material containing images of a sexual nature, sexual activities, or encouraging
children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways also constitutes sexual abuse.

Emotional Abuse: Varying degrees of emotional abuse are present in virtually all child protection
incidents, but can also constitute abuse in its own right. Emotional abuse involves persistent or
severe emotional ill treatment or torture causing, or the likely to cause, severe adverse affects on
the emotional well being of a child. Such behavior may involve conveying to a child that they are
worthless, unloved, inadequate, or making them feel unnecessarily frightened or vulnerable.
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psychological needs, such as is likely to have a severe impact on their health, development or
emotional stability. Neglect may involve failing to provide adequate food, shelter or clothing for a



